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TASHIRA HALYARD, Senior Associate, Center for the Study of Social Policy 
Tashira Halyard is a member of CSSP's child welfare team, leading the Alliance for Race Equity in Child 

Welfare. The Alliance provides national leadership in support of 

improved outcomes for children and families of color involved with the 

nation's child welfare systems. Halyard has both a direct service and 

policy background, having worked in the education, homeless services, 

juvenile justice and child welfare fields over the last decade. Prior to 

joining CSSP, she was the Deputy Director at Washington DC's 

Homeless Children's Playtime Project, leading the organization's 

program staff and supporting its fundraising and advocacy efforts. She's 
also worked as a guardian ad litem at DC's Children's Law Center 

where she served as a legal advocate for children involved in the child 

welfare system. Halyard is a graduate of Florida State University and 

earned a law degree from Georgetown University. She's also a member 

of the board of directors for DC's ACLU, serving as the affiliate's Equity 

Officer. 
 

 

JUANITA GALLION, Senior Associate, Center for the Study of Social Policy 

Juanita Gallion coordinates CSSP's newest partnership to support a network of mixed-income housing 

communities across the country through the sharing of best practices, peer-learning, policy 

recommendations and research.  As part of the Community Change 

team, she also works closely with Promise Neighborhoods to 

connect them to a range of technical assistance and learning 

opportunities. She previously managed the technical assistance resources 

for sites participating in the Annie. E. Casey Foundation's Making 

Connections initiative, connecting local leaders to a range of workforce 

and asset building strategies to help assure low-income families have the 

tools, support and opportunities to achieve economic success. Prior to 

joining CSSP, Gallion was at the National Civic League, where she 

managed the training, technical assistance and learning agenda for a 

national Department of Justice initiative aimed at reducing children's 

exposure to violence.  Gallion's additional experience includes working on a variety of racial and social 

justice issues, including community engagement, worker rights and national AIDS/HIV advocacy. She 

graduated from the University of Chicago with a master's degree in social service administration, with 

concentrations in community development and policy and received her bachelor's degree in law and 

society from American University. 
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