
www.ncwwi.org   Children’s Bureau  |  1   

 
 

 
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Q: Is the Interdisciplinary Education Award intended to provide student 
stipends? 
A: It is not specifically intended to provide student stipends. The purpose is to support the 
enhancement or expansion of currently existing programs. However, if the proposing entity 
identifies stipends as an important component of the program expansion or enhancement, 
there is nothing in the RFP prohibiting the use of funds for this purpose.  

Q: In addition to salary for PI and participating faculty, can the funds be 
applied to develop staff at participating agencies either via 
training/webinars, in specific consultations or in continuing education 
courses? 
A: The purpose of these funds is to support the enhancement or expansion of currently 
existing programs. Therefore, if the proposing entity has the elements referenced above as 
part of their approach, there is nothing prohibiting the use of funds for the above referenced 
purposes. 

Q: Is a partnership with public child welfare organizations required as in 
previous NCWWI grants or can partnerships be with private providers 
serving at risk youth and select public schools? 
A: All applicants are expected to coordinate their proposal with the public or tribal child 
welfare program in their jurisdiction and include a letter of support from the program (See 
Assurances (i)). A proposal that includes a partnership with a community based not for profit is 
allowed as noted in the Organizational Profile section (c). 
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Q: For the purposes of the criteria for this RFP, would law school students be 
considered as “graduate education”? 

A: The legislation authorizing this funding states undergraduate and graduate programs. Law 
schools are considered to be graduate programs for this RFP.  

Q: What is considered an existing program?  

A: An existing program is one that offers a course or set of courses currently (in recent 
semesters) being taught in an education or training program that explicitly markets to and 
registers students from a variety of disciplines. The course content is focused on child abuse 
and neglect prevention and intervention with specific content on working in and providing 
services with an interdisciplinary focus. The course(s) may be offered through the customary 
course provision process within the institution such as a single department, cross listed in 
several departments, or be offered by an interdisciplinary studies program or a training center. 

Q: How does your timeline fit within the framework for approving 
modifications or creation of new courses within an academic environment? 
Modifications and new courses must be reviewed by curriculum committees 
as well as by the full faculty at our and likely most other institutions. 

A: Most colleges and universities have provisions for teaching or enhancing course content 
that allows the course(s) to be piloted prior to or simultaneously with curriculum committee 
review. Given the timing of this funding we recognize that some institutions may need the fall 
semester to complete the development and review work to be able to offer the enhanced 
curriculum in the spring semester. Since different institutions support this type of curriculum 
development differently, we asked applicants to include a letter of support from the 
educational institution so proposers have a commitment from the relevant institution to offer 
the enhanced or expanded course(s) by the spring 2022 semester with a full understanding of 
the timeline involved with this funding. 

Q: How is interdisciplinary defined for the purposes of this RFP? 

A: Interdisciplinary education is defined as a course or courses where students studying in 
more than one health or social science discipline learn interactively together for the explicit 
purpose of improving cross system collaboration that supports the health and wellbeing of 
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those seeking services. Along with the knowledge and skills that employees in these sectors 
bring, providers work most effectively when they understand and value interdisciplinary 
practice that connects families with the right array of services at the right time. 

Q: Could the funding for the Interdisciplinary Education Project be used for 
transportation and lodging of faculty to receive training that they can 
incorporate in their courses?  Can we apply for the Interdisciplinary 
Education Project even though we are using training from another program? 

A: There is nothing in the RFP that would prohibit the use of funding from this award for 
faculty preparation to teach in an interdisciplinary program focused on child abuse prevention 
and intervention. 

Q: May the funds be applied to child welfare workforce training education 
programs, or must the funding be utilized for courses in a college or 
university setting with those seeking undergraduate or graduate degrees? 

A: The authorizing legislation for this funding states:   

The Committee supports efforts across the country to implement rigorous 
undergraduate and graduate curricula to improve the training of future 
criminal justice, social work, medical, mental health, and other professionals 
who will encounter cases of child abuse. The Committee encourages the HHS 
to pilot an initiative to support the implementation of undergraduate and 
graduate curricula on the maltreatment of children. The plan is the 
development of a pilot project to enhance Statewide multi-disciplinary child 
advocacy studies training to improve training in how to prevent, identify, and 
respond to incidences of child abuse.  
(highlighting was not in legislation and is added for emphasis) 

If child welfare workforce training education programs are part of the program for students 
completing an undergraduate or graduate degree and it is designed as an interdisciplinary 
focused program it would be fundable under this RFP as long as it is an expansion or 
enhancement of a current interdisciplinary program.  
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Q: May employees of participating K-12 schools and child welfare service 
providers be considered students in this grant? We are thinking of including 
them in series of training and consultation events as well as continuing 
education in select courses. 

A: The authorizing legislation for this funding states:   

The Committee supports efforts across the country to implement rigorous 
undergraduate and graduate curricula to improve the training of future 
criminal justice, social work, medical, mental health, and other professionals 
who will encounter cases of child abuse. The Committee encourages the HHS 
to pilot an initiative to support the implementation of undergraduate and 
graduate curricula on the maltreatment of children. The plan is the 
development of a pilot project to enhance Statewide multi-disciplinary child 
advocacy studies training to improve training in how to prevent, identify, and 
respond to incidences of child abuse.  
(highlighting was not in legislation and is added for emphasis) 

If the training, consultation, and continuing education programs are part of the program for 
students completing an undergraduate or graduate degree and it is designed as an 
interdisciplinary focused program it would be fundable under this RFP as long as it is an 
expansion or enhancement of a current interdisciplinary program.  

Q: Do students have to be enrolled students in a recognized academic 
program? Can they be professionals imbedded in applicable state agencies 
that would benefit from learning more about the importance of 
multidisciplinary work when involved in child maltreatment? 

A: The authorizing legislation for this funding states:   

The Committee supports efforts across the country to implement rigorous 
undergraduate and graduate curricula to improve the training of future 
criminal justice, social work, medical, mental health, and other professionals 
who will encounter cases of child abuse. The Committee encourages the HHS 
to pilot an initiative to support the implementation of undergraduate and 
graduate curricula on the maltreatment of children. The plan is the 
development of a pilot project to enhance Statewide multi-disciplinary child 
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advocacy studies training to improve training in how to prevent, identify, and 
respond to incidences of child abuse. 
(highlighting was not in legislation and is added for emphasis) 

If the professionals in state agencies are enrolled in a program for students completing an 
undergraduate or graduate degree and it is designed as an interdisciplinary focused program 
it would be fundable under this RFP as long as it is an expansion or enhancement of a current 
interdisciplinary program.  

Q: Could the funding for the Interdisciplinary Education Project be used for 
transportation and lodging of faculty to receive training that they can 
incorporate in their courses?  Can we apply for the Interdisciplinary 
Education Project even though we are using training from another program? 

A: There is nothing in the RFP that would prohibit the use of funding from this award for 
faculty preparation to teach in an interdisciplinary program focused on child abuse prevention 
and intervention.   

Q & A from the Webinar on August 11, 2021 

There were many applicant-specific questions submitted during the Q & A Webinar that are 
not included in this document. To hear the full questions and responses review the recording 
at: https://ncwwi-org.zoom.us/rec/share/RmlpYORISNn7NCzBOL_IXU_2sU3XC9NRVIagR-Hj-
lOm33CMxbPSerC9WWQnZuaY.itNRsNJ9e0UYcnKl 

If you have additional questions as you finalize your RFP, you can send them to 
mmccarthy@albany.edu.  

https://ncwwi-org.zoom.us/rec/share/RmlpYORISNn7NCzBOL_IXU_2sU3XC9NRVIagR-Hj-lOm33CMxbPSerC9WWQnZuaY.itNRsNJ9e0UYcnKl
https://ncwwi-org.zoom.us/rec/share/RmlpYORISNn7NCzBOL_IXU_2sU3XC9NRVIagR-Hj-lOm33CMxbPSerC9WWQnZuaY.itNRsNJ9e0UYcnKl
mailto:mmccarthy@albany.edu
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