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Child Abuse Prevention and Identification Interdisciplinary Education Project 

The National Child Welfare Workforce Institute (NCWWI), a Cooperative Agreement with the Children’s 
Bureau, has received funding to support and enhance current interdisciplinary undergraduate and 
graduate education programs in community colleges, tribal colleges, colleges, and universities that 
improve training in how to prevent, identify, and respond to incidences of child abuse. The authorizing 
legislation contained in the FY 2021 Omnibus Bill Congress passed in January in the Child Welfare 
Research, Training and Demonstration category states:  

The Committee supports efforts across the country to implement rigorous undergraduate and 
graduate curricula to improve the training of future criminal justice, social work, medical, 
mental health, and other professionals who will encounter cases of child abuse. The Committee 
encourages the HHS to pilot an initiative to support the implementation of undergraduate and 
graduate curricula on the maltreatment of children. The plan is the development of a pilot 
project to enhance Statewide multi-disciplinary child advocacy studies training to improve 
training in how to prevent, identify, and respond to incidences of child abuse. 

This Request for Proposals (RFP) seeks applications for up to three interdisciplinary education 
programs designed to prepare future professionals across a number of disciplines with greater 
knowledge, skills, and abilities to prevent, identify and respond to incidences of child abuse. Applicants 
should focus on expanding or enhancing current interdisciplinary education programs. The funding 
will be available for a twelve-month period beginning in September.  

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

Eligible applicants include: 

• public and tribal child welfare programs,  
• community colleges,  
• tribal colleges,  
• undergraduate and graduate programs, and  
• not-for-profit agencies working in the field of child abuse and neglect.  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS | July 2021 
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Applicants from colleges, universities, and not-for-profit agencies are expected to coordinate their 
proposal with the public or tribal child welfare program in their jurisdiction and include a letter of 
support from the program. Since courses will be offered in community colleges, tribal colleges, 
undergraduate, or graduate programs, a letter of commitment from the education setting will be 
required as part of the assurances.  

Applicants will submit a proposal detailing their current interdisciplinary child abuse prevention and 
identification education program, including: 

• the curriculum they are currently using,  
• the number of students that will be enrolled in the course(s),  
• the program enhancement and expansion this funding will support, and  
• the evaluation strategy they will employ to assess curriculum impact.  

Preference will be given to applicants that provide established evidence supporting the effectiveness of 
the interdisciplinary education program (e.g., a program evaluation report). The application details are 
included below along with the criteria that will be used to assess applications.  

Funding up to $200,000 will be available for a twelve-month period to support the implementation of 
the proposed enhanced or expanded interdisciplinary education program. It is anticipated that funded 
programs will spend the first several months in planning, with the program enhancement or expansion 
implementation beginning no later than January 2022. A team of NCWWI staff will review applications. 
The final funding decision will be made in consultation with the Children’s Bureau.  

PROGRAM STRUCTURE 

Eligible applicants will complete a proposal that identifies program objectives and provides a succinct 
summary of their current interdisciplinary education program and the need for assistance to expand or 
enhance the program. The current program summary should include: 

• information about the history of the current program including the rationale behind the 
curriculum choice,  

• length of time the program has been running and where it has been delivered, 
• learning/training objectives,  
• any evidence supporting the effectiveness of this curriculum for accomplishing the learning 

objectives, 
• the number of currently enrolled students and their disciplines, and the number of students 

who have completed the course of study, and 
• any evaluation summaries available about program implementation and outcomes. Evaluation 

summaries can be included in the proposal appendix.  

The proposal should detail the need for funding to support a program enhancement, expansion, or 
redesign. Applicants should describe the program enhancement or expansion, including: 

• program objectives,  
• curriculum description,  
• course description(s),  
• course/training objectives,  
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• a side-by-side comparison of current and enhanced/expanded course content that 
highlights the proposed changes,  

• anticipated student enrollment and students’ disciplines, and  
• the approach to evaluate the enhancement or expansion of the current program.  

Course syllabi for the current and enhanced/expanded program should be included in the proposal 
appendix. Funded programs’ course content must explicitly integrate content on strengths-based 
family engagement, parent participation, racial equity, Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), active efforts, 
the impact of poverty, prevention approaches, collaboration between service providers, community 
services that support prevention and family engagement using a resiliency approach, and the role the 
social determinants of health play in a comprehensive response to child abuse prevention and 
identification.  

Selected applicants will be assigned a NCWWI staff person to provide technical assistance to support 
program planning and implementation. NCWWI staff will work with sites to develop an 
implementation workplan for the award period. Applicants will participate in an all-site kickoff meeting 
via Zoom at the start of the award period to facilitate cross-site sharing and establish communication 
and support structures for each site. Cross-site interaction is encouraged as a strategy for shared 
learning and problem solving.  

Evaluation is an important way of learning about this investment in interdisciplinary education focused 
on child abuse prevention and identification. Selected applicants will begin to plan and implement 
their proposed evaluation strategy for the enhanced/expanded program upon receiving the award 
notice, with support from NCWWI. At a minimum, evaluations will include formative assessments, 
participant reactions, and an assessment of participant knowledge gains linked to course objectives.   

Sites will prepare a midyear report that details implementation progress and number of students 
enrolled in the course(s) and identifies any challenges or barriers that will be addressed in the 
remaining award period. The final enhanced/expanded interdisciplinary education program report will 
include: 

• a summary of the program,  
• strategies employed to address challenges or barriers,  
• number of students who completed the course(s),  
• areas for future development, and  
• the final evaluation report that reflects the findings from the evaluation plan submitted with the 

proposal. 

PROPOSAL OUTLINE 

All applications must include a letter of support from the tribal, state, or county child welfare program, 
if the tribal, state, or county child welfare program is not the primary applicant. Since courses will be 
offered in educational institutions, a letter of commitment from the educational institution must be 
included in the proposal appendix.  

Following is a description of the application components. See Formatting Instructions and Content 
sections for specific requirements. Each application/proposal must include the following elements in 
the order listed.  
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1. Cover Sheet (not part of the page count) 
2. Project Summary/Abstract (one page maximum, single spaced, not part of page count) 
3. Project Description (double spaced, included in page count) 

a. Objectives and Need for Assistance 
b. Approach 
c. Organizational Profile 
d. Assurances 
e. Budget and Budget Justification 

4. Appendix (not part of page count) 
a. Syllabi for current and expanded/enhanced program 
b. Evaluation reports for the current program, if any 
c. Organizational chart for the proposed program 
d. Descriptions of job duties 
e. Resumes or Biographical Sketches 
f. Letters of support, commitment, and participation 

APPLICATION/PROPOSAL CONTENTS 

1. Cover Sheet  
2. Project Summary/Abstract: Provide a summary of the enhanced/expanded interdisciplinary 

education program. (one page, single-spaced, Times New Roman 11-point font) 
3. Project Description (double spaced, Times New Roman 11-point font)  

a. Objectives and Need for Assistance (10 points)  
i. Summarize the current interdisciplinary education program including 

information about the program history, rationale behind the curriculum choice, 
any evidence supporting the effectiveness of this curriculum for accomplishing 
the learning objectives, the learning/training objectives, the length of time the 
program has been running and where, the number of students enrolled, their 
disciplines, and the number of students completing the course of study, and any 
evaluation data available about program implementation and outcomes (a 
literature review is not required). 

ii. Provide a rationale for program expansion or enhancement of the current 
interdisciplinary child abuse prevention and intervention education program.  

b. Approach (60 points)  
i. Accounting for all activities, outline clear action steps that address the following 

points:  
a. Proposed program enhancement, or expansion;  
b. Program objectives; 
c. Curriculum description;  
d. Course description(s); 
e. Course/training objectives: 

1) Must be measurable and align with the course description, 
curriculum content, and evaluation. 

f. Assignments: 
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1) Should be designed to assess student progress in achieving 
course objectives. 

g. Anticipated student enrollment numbers and their disciplines. 
h. Evaluation approach:  

1) At a minimum, evaluations must include formative assessments, 
student reactions, and an assessment of participants’ knowledge 
gains linked to course objectives. 

i. Complete course syllabi (in the appendix). 
j. A GANTT chart detailing program components’ implementation plan and 

evaluation over the 12 months of funding. 
k. A side-by-side comparison of the current and new course(s) that shows 

where enhancement or expansion will occur.  
ii. Funded programs must explicitly include content that addresses family 

engagement, parent participation, racial equity, Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), 
active efforts, the impact of poverty, prevention approaches, collaboration 
between service providers, community services that support prevention and 
family engagement, and the role the social determinants of health play in a 
comprehensive response to child abuse prevention and identification. 

c. Organizational Profile (15 Points) 
i. Key Project Personnel 

a. Identify key project staff and their roles and responsibilities and 
qualifications to carry out the proposed program. 

b. Identify instructors responsible for delivering the course(s) and their 
qualifications to provide instruction if different than key project staff. 

c. Identify and describe any partnering organizations that may be engaged 
to support the work. Include a letter of participation from the partnering 
organizations in the appendix.  

ii. Organizational Capacity 
a. Demonstrate sufficient knowledge, experience, expertise, and capacity to 

successfully administer and implement this interdisciplinary education 
program. 

b. Include an organizational chart in the appendix. 
d. Assurances (5 Points) 

i. Applicants other than public and tribal child welfare programs must include a 
letter of support from the tribal, state, or county agency. 

ii. Applicants other than a community college, tribal college, undergraduate, or 
graduate program must include a letter of commitment from the institution 
offering the course(s).  

In the appendix, please include brief descriptions of job duties and brief biographical 
sketches/resumes (2–3 pages) for proposed key project staff. Sample forms are included with this RFP.  

e. Budget and Budget Justification (10 Points) 
i. Overall Budget: The applicant will provide a budget with line-item detail and 

detailed calculations for each budget category/class. Budget items will include: 
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a. Personnel (identifying key persons, salary, percentage of salary dedicated 
to this project, project title),  

b. Fringe Benefits,  
c. Supplies and Services,  
d. Other Budget Items,  
e. Indirect Costs (up to 8%), and 
f. Total Budget Amount  

Matching contributions are allowed but not required. 

ii. Indirect Charges: An applicant may include up to 8% of project expenses for 
indirect costs. Federal regulations disallow indirect charges on stipend funding. 
As noted above, an applicant is not required to provide a non-federal share of 
the project costs. If a program is providing additional funding, this will be 
identified in a separate budget line and must be included for the full award. 

iii. Funding restrictions for federal grants will apply to this grant. These restrictions 
include non-reimbursement of Pre-Award costs, organized fund-raising, and 
construction costs. 

iv. Organizations that are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, 
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in ANY federal 
department or agency AND/OR delinquent on repayment of any federal debt 
including direct or guaranteed loans and other debt as defined in OMB Circular 
A-129, “Managing Federal Credit Programs,” are not eligible for participation as 
a sub-contractor. 

Additional Budget Questions. Please address each of the following questions in your budget 
justification: 

1. Is your organization presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared 
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in ANY federal department or agency? 
2. Is your organization delinquent on repayment of any federal debt including direct or 
guaranteed loans and other debt as defined in OMB Circular A-129, “Managing Federal Credit 
Programs”? 

All funds are contingent on the availability of continued funding to NCWWI from the federal 
government. If for any reason funding to NCWWI is reduced or cut, an adjustment to sub-grantees 
may be implemented. In the event of any adjustment in funding, sub-grantees will be notified as soon 
as possible. 

4. Appendix (include with application): 
a. Syllabi for current and expanded/enhanced program. 
b. Evaluation reports for the current program, if any. 
c. Organizational chart for the proposed program. 
d. Descriptions of job duties (see attached sample form). 
e. Resumes or Biographical Sketches that are no more than 2 pages each (see attached 

sample form).  
f. Letters of support, commitment, and participation as relevant. 
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REVIEW OF PROPOSALS 

Proposals will be reviewed based on the applicant’s commitment and capability to engage in a 
meaningful implementation process, clarity of the project description, the reasonableness of the 
project components and timelines, the soundness and details of the plan, and the applicant’s ability to 
meet project expectations and requirements. 

a. Objectives and Need for Assistance—10 points

b. Approach—60 points

c. Organizational Profile and Key Personnel —15 points

d. Assurances —5 points

e. Budget and Budget Justification—10 points

As NCWWI is a cooperative agreement between the Institute and the Children’s Bureau, all funding 
decisions will be reviewed by the Children’s Bureau for final approval. Special consideration may be 
given to applications proposing services of special interest to the federal government and to achieve 
geographic distributions of grant awards. 

PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS AND PREPARATION 

FORMATTING AND PAGE LIMITS 

The application must be double-spaced, one inch margins, Times New Roman 11-point font, except 
where specific instructions indicate otherwise. 

All pages must be numbered and include a header with the name of the primary applicant. 

All components of the application must be submitted as a PDF, in a single package. Electronic 
submission is required. An electronic delivery and read receipt should be requested when submitting 
the proposal. 

The application must not exceed 20 pages. Pages over this page limit will be removed from the 
application and will not be reviewed. This page limit does not include the cover sheet, project abstract, 
or appendix.  

DUE DATE 

The application due date is Wednesday August 25, 2021 

Applications received after 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, on Wednesday August 25, 2021, will be classified 
as late and will not be considered. 

SUBMISSION 

Electronic submission to:  rfp2021@ncwwi.org 

This RFP and supporting documents will also be posted on the NCWWI website. We will host an open 
session for questions on Zoom on Wednesday August 11, 2021 at 4 pm ET. The link to join the Zoom 
meeting, along with responses to frequently asked questions, will be posted on the NCWWI website. 

mailto:rfp2021@ncwwi.org
https://ncwwi.org/index.php/about/interdisciplinary-education-projects
https://ncwwi.org/index.php/about/interdisciplinary-education-projects
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