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A Guide to Native American Studies Programs in the United States and Canada  

This guide provides a comprehensive survey of U.S. and Canadian Native American Studies 

programs being offered as majors, minors, and certifications at the baccalaureate level or above. 
https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~rnelson/asail/guide/guide.html  

Advanced ICWA: Active Efforts and Expert Witness (Version 1.0) 

This curriculum is an advanced training focused on the delivery of quality case management 

services to American Indian families through active efforts, and the role of the expert witness in 

court proceedings. 

http://calswec.berkeley.edu/advanced-icwa-active-efforts-and-expert-witness-version-10  

Eastern Washington University: Indian Child Welfare Syllabus  

This syllabus outlines a course provides an introduction to Indian Child Welfare with an emphasis 

on understanding legal, historical, and cultural issues applying to work with American Indian and 

Alaskan Native youth. This course emphasizes Indian Child Welfare issues in the Pacific 

Northwest (Washington, Idaho, Oregon and Montana). 

http://web.ewu.edu/groups/sswhsmgr/syllabi/electives/SOWK560indiancw.pdf  

Fact Sheet - SERVE: Indigenous Community Social Workers for Change  

This document provides information on SERVE: Indigenous Social Workers for Change (formerly 

the American Indian Recruitment, AIR, Program) which aims to recruit American Indian students 

into the Title IV-E Stipend Program.  

http://calswec.berkeley.edu/serve-indigenous-community-social-workers-change  

Foundation Block Field Activity: ICWA and Working with Native American Tribes 

This field activity prepares social workers identifying local ICWA resources to support child 

welfare outcomes and will reinforce the value of keeping an Indian child connected to culture and 

community. 

http://calswec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/icwa_field_activity_draft_030316_0.docx  

Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) 

The Indian Child Welfare Act Online Course is designed with attorneys, judges, and court 

stakeholders in mind. This course covers the Act's black letter law and historical context in ten 

short modules. Learners can select specific topics to review or can take the entire course and 

master everything from application, notice, and active efforts to securing appropriate placements 

and examining a qualified expert witness. Must register to log on and access content. 

https://caplearn.childwelfare.gov/enrol/index.php?id=25  

Indian Child Welfare Act 

University Resources and Curriculum Guides 

https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~rnelson/asail/guide/guide.html
https://facultystaff.richmond.edu/~rnelson/asail/guide/guide.html
http://calswec.berkeley.edu/advanced-icwa-active-efforts-and-expert-witness-version-10
http://web.ewu.edu/groups/sswhsmgr/syllabi/electives/SOWK560indiancw.pdf
http://calswec.berkeley.edu/serve-indigenous-community-social-workers-change
http://calswec.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/uploads/icwa_field_activity_draft_030316_0.docx
https://caplearn.childwelfare.gov/enrol/index.php?id=25


 NCWWI | National Child Welfare Workforce Institute | September 2017 

 
2 

Indian Child Welfare Act Online Training Course 

This course discusses the circumstances that have shaped American Indian child welfare policies 

that lead to ICWA, provisions of ICWA in the order in which a child welfare worker might 

encounter them in an ICWA case, and the best practices for state child welfare, private child 

welfare, and tribal child welfare workers when ICWA applies to a child welfare or private adoption 

case.  

http://www.nicwa.org/icwa_course/  

"Let the Spirit Lead..." ICWA: In the Best Interest of the Indian Child (Version 2.0)  

This curriculum meets and exceeds the statewide training requirements regarding the 

competencies and standardized learning objectives for the California Common Core Curricula for 

Child Welfare Workers for the topic entitled Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). 

http://calswec.berkeley.edu/let-spirit-lead-icwa-best-interest-indian-child-version-20  

Northeastern State University Indian Child Welfare Workshop  

This syllabus outlines a course designed to provide students with a clear understanding and basic 

applicability of the Indian Child Welfare Act in child welfare work.  

https://ncwwi.org/files/4751_-_Indian_Child_Welfare__Syllabus_-_K__Whitworth.docx  

Northeastern State University: Sequoyah Seminar Series - Indigenous Leadership 

Seminar 

This syllabus outlines a course designed to assist students in gaining foundational knowledge on 

the concepts of indigenous leadership as well as the theory and application of cultural resilience 

with indigenous populations.  

https://ncwwi.org/files/SOWK_4751_Indigenous_Leadership1.doc  

Northeastern State University: Symposium on the American  

This is an annual event held started in 1972 when a program of distinguished Native American 

lecturers was presented on the Northeastern State University laying the foundation for what has 

become the Annual Symposium on the American Indian. The symposium employs an 

interdisciplinary approach to examining historic and contemporary topics such as sovereignty, 

environmental issues within tribal contexts, Native language revitalization, health and issues 

within tribal contexts, Native language revitalization, health and society. 

https://offices.nsuok.edu/centerfortribalstudies/NSUSymposium.aspx  

Strategic Recommendations of the Task Force on Native American1 Inclusivity: 

Sustainable Development of a Native American Community Presence at the American 

Community Presence at the University of Denver 

This report advises the University of Denver on the next steps to take toward fulfilling its mission 

to serve the public good relative to Native communities and contains a set of strategic 

recommendations for actions the University can take and outcomes that can be measured.  

https://www.du.edu/_assets/documents/core/native-american-task-force-report.pdf   

http://www.nicwa.org/icwa_course/
http://calswec.berkeley.edu/let-spirit-lead-icwa-best-interest-indian-child-version-20
https://ncwwi.org/files/4751_-_Indian_Child_Welfare__Syllabus_-_K__Whitworth.docx
https://ncwwi.org/files/SOWK_4751_Indigenous_Leadership1.doc
https://offices.nsuok.edu/centerfortribalstudies/NSUSymposium.aspx
https://www.du.edu/_assets/documents/core/native-american-task-force-report.pdf
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Task Force on Native Americans in Social Work Education Final Report: Status of 

Native Americans in Social Work Higher Education 

This document provides findings from a study of the status of American Indians and Native 

Alaskans that included surveys of social work programs, faculty members, and practitioners, and 

focus groups with Native American students.  

http://www.cswe.org/getattachment/Centers-Initiatives/Center-for-Diversity/About/Task-

Forces/10-TaskForceonNativeAmericansinSocialWorkEducation-(1).pdf.aspx  

The Other Side of ICWA: A Cultural Journey to Fairness & Equity 

This curriculum concerns the historical significance of ICWA and the importance of building 

engagement skills for deepening relationships with Tribal people and communities. 

http://calswec.berkeley.edu/other-side-icwa-cultural-journey-fairness-equity  

Understanding ICWA Training Agenda  

This sample training agenda provides an overview of topics taught by NICWA trainers and experts 

on the topic of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). 

https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Understanding-ICWA-Sample-Agenda-FY-

2018.pdf   

University of Berkeley: Child Welfare Law and Policy Syllabus 

This syllabus outlines a course designed provide understanding of these and child welfare issues 

through a critical analysis of child welfare policies, laws and practice to include federal statutes 

related The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA). 

https://ncwwi.org/files/CHILD_WELFARE_LAW_AND_POLICY_SYLLABUS.docx  

University of Minnesota Duluth Department of Social Work: Child Welfare and the Law  

This syllabus outlines a course that provides an overview of the federal, state, and tribal laws, 

policies, and court processes regulating child welfare practice. It will lead practitioners from initial 

intake through the court process; it will highlight practice and policy issues from a cultural and 

structural perspective.  

http://www.d.umn.edu/~jgarriso/cwlaw/summer%202007/syllabus.html  

University of Minnesota School of Social Work Syllabus: Social Work in Child Welfare 

This syllabus outlines a course designed provides depth and breadth in knowledge and skill 

acquisition for advanced social work student in their work in public, private, and tribal child 

welfare related to assessment of strengths and risks and developing appropriate plans that secure 

child safety and well-being and promote family resources. 

http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ssw/Documents/Syllabi/SW8363_FC_ChildWelfare.pdf  

http://www.cswe.org/getattachment/Centers-Initiatives/Center-for-Diversity/About/Task-Forces/10-TaskForceonNativeAmericansinSocialWorkEducation-(1).pdf.aspx
http://www.cswe.org/getattachment/Centers-Initiatives/Center-for-Diversity/About/Task-Forces/10-TaskForceonNativeAmericansinSocialWorkEducation-(1).pdf.aspx
http://calswec.berkeley.edu/other-side-icwa-cultural-journey-fairness-equity
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Understanding-ICWA-Sample-Agenda-FY-2018.pdf
https://www.nicwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Understanding-ICWA-Sample-Agenda-FY-2018.pdf
https://ncwwi.org/files/CHILD_WELFARE_LAW_AND_POLICY_SYLLABUS.docx
http://www.d.umn.edu/~jgarriso/cwlaw/summer%202007/syllabus.html
http://www.d.umn.edu/~jgarriso/cwlaw/summer%202007/syllabus.html
http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ssw/Documents/Syllabi/SW8363_FC_ChildWelfare.pdf

